
 

 

 

 

 

Decide if these are examples of Intellectual Humility. Why?… 

 

a) Abdulla read some articles in online magazines about nanotechnology. Now he can’t stop talking 

about it and showing off how much he knows. 

 

b) Fatima has read some books about nuclear power.  When her class was discussing the topic 

Fatima listened carefully to what other people had to say before expressing her opinion. Her 

classmates were very surprised at how much she knew about the topic. Fatima said that she had 

only just started finding out about the topic. 

 

c) Amna doesn’t know what genetic engineering is. When her teacher asks her what she thinks 

about it, Amna says “I have no idea!” 

 

d) Ahmed got very good grades in history at school. He tries to read history books in his free time 

and loves telling his children about history. He wishes he had more time to find out about 

European history because he knows there are many gaps in his knowledge. 

 

e) Dr. Campbell is thirty-two years old. He studied Information Technology for 6 years and has 

been teaching this subject for 7 years at University. Dr. Campbell has stopped reading new 

books and papers on this subject because he feels there is nothing new for him to learn. 

 

f) Socrates said “I only know that I know nothing.” 

 

g) Abeer likes taking part in debates because it’s very exciting to show everyone how clever she is. 

 

h) Ibrahim thinks he’s a genius, but he doesn’t tell anyone. 

 

i) Hassan knows he’s a computer genius – no one can debate with him, because he knows it all. 

 

j) Najla was recommended an article written by an American professor about the history of the 

UAE. She didn’t read it because she felt that foreigners can’t know as much about Emirati 

history as Emirati teachers and professors. 


